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TX Schools Face An Enormous Challenge To Make Up For Learning Lost During The Pandemic 

Source: TEA Summary of Texas Public School Enrollment Changes from October 2019 to October 2020 
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Early Grades (PK-3)

Amplify’s study reports that
40% of first-graders this fall, up 
from 27% last year, and 35% of 
second-graders, up from 29% 
last year, scored significantly 
below grade level benchmarks 
in early literacy skills and in 
need of intensive intervention 
in reading.

Amplify’s study confirms that 
even the youngest students 
are experiencing learning loss 
and counters other recent 
studies that suggested there 
have been minimal losses in 
reading.

Education Week. Students’ Reading 
Losses Could Strain Schools’ Capacity to 
Help Them Catch Up. December 18, 2020.
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Grades 3-8

NWEA researchers found more 
than 4.4 million students in 
grades 3-8, including 400,000 
students from 179 Texas school 
districts who participated in 
NWEA’s MAP Growth test this 
fall, performed about on par in 
reading, but 5 to 10 percentile 
points lower in math, compared 
to their peers in fall 2019. 

NWEA. Learning during COVID-19: Initial 
findings on students’ reading and math 
achievement and growth. November 2020.
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Grades K-5

Curriculum Associates found 
more students, including 
students from 5 Texas districts, 
in grades 1-5 scored two or 
more grade levels behind in 
math than in reading on its 
formative i-Ready test.

Education Week. Pandemic Learning Loss Heavier 
in Math Than Reading This Fall, But Questions 
Remain. December 1, 2020.
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Accountability Update by HillCo Partners

February 2021

• CCMR Outcomes Bonus: pages 1- 6
• TEA Accountability Update PPT: pages 8 – 19
• NEW TEA 2021 Accountability One-Pager – page 7
• NEW TEA 2021 Example – page 21
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HB 3906 (86th Legislature) TRANSITION TO 100% ONLINE STAAR TESTING BY 2022-23



January 2021 Accountability Update by HillCo Partners 9

TRANSITION TO 100% ONLINE STAAR TESTING BY 2022-23
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IMPORTANT TO NOTE:

900 Districts Responded (300 missing)

2300 Campuses Responded (6,400 missing)

PD costs?

Personnel costs?

Approval by 87th Legislature

43 missing 26 missing 46 missing 185 missing 300 missing

TRANSITION TO 100% ONLINE STAAR TESTING BY 2022-23



TSA’s Position 
on 2021 

Accountability 
Ratings

Does TSA have 
a position on 

Spring Testing?
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January 27, 2021
SBOE Meeting February 3, 2021

Senate Nomination Hearing 

February 8, 2021
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